


MISSION AND VISION



TO IDENTIFY, SUPPORT, AND RETAIN 
ENTREPRENEURIAL TALENT IN THE 
NEW ORLEANS REGION

MISSION 



VISION 

NEW ORLEANS AS A 
HUB FOR INNOVATION 
IN THE GULF SOUTH



WHAT DOES IDEA VILLAGE DO? 

THE IDEA VILLAGE IDENTIFIES    
AND SUPPORTS COMPANIES    
THAT CAN HAVE AN OUTSIZED 
ECONOMIC IMPACT IN OUR REGION." 

"



START SCALE SHARE



BUILD A VENTURE ECOSYSTEM
THAT CREATES 10 (or more) 
$1M+ STARTUPS PER YEAR

OUR NORTH STAR

Source: Isenberg - Tipping Point of Entrepreneurial  Ecosystems for
Regional Economic Growth (2016)

Last Updated: July 2025

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniel-Isenberg/publication/309328841_Fostering_Scaleup_Ecosystems_for_Regional_Economic_Growth_Innovations_Case_Narrative_Manizales-Mas_and_Scale_Up_Milwaukee/links/624432cc57084c718b7644e5/Fostering-Scaleup-Ecosystems-for-Regional-Economic-Growth-Innovations-Case-Narrative-Manizales-Mas-and-Scale-Up-Milwaukee.pdf#page=70
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniel-Isenberg/publication/309328841_Fostering_Scaleup_Ecosystems_for_Regional_Economic_Growth_Innovations_Case_Narrative_Manizales-Mas_and_Scale_Up_Milwaukee/links/624432cc57084c718b7644e5/Fostering-Scaleup-Ecosystems-for-Regional-Economic-Growth-Innovations-Case-Narrative-Manizales-Mas-and-Scale-Up-Milwaukee.pdf#page=70
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniel-Isenberg/publication/309328841_Fostering_Scaleup_Ecosystems_for_Regional_Economic_Growth_Innovations_Case_Narrative_Manizales-Mas_and_Scale_Up_Milwaukee/links/624432cc57084c718b7644e5/Fostering-Scaleup-Ecosystems-for-Regional-Economic-Growth-Innovations-Case-Narrative-Manizales-Mas-and-Scale-Up-Milwaukee.pdf#page=70
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniel-Isenberg/publication/309328841_Fostering_Scaleup_Ecosystems_for_Regional_Economic_Growth_Innovations_Case_Narrative_Manizales-Mas_and_Scale_Up_Milwaukee/links/624432cc57084c718b7644e5/Fostering-Scaleup-Ecosystems-for-Regional-Economic-Growth-Innovations-Case-Narrative-Manizales-Mas-and-Scale-Up-Milwaukee.pdf#page=70




WHEN 
FOUNDERS 
SUCCEED
WE ALL
SUCCEED

Kauffman Foundation Study, 2013

YOUNG 
HIGH-TECH 
FIRMS 
OUTPACE
PRIVATE 
SECTOR JOB 
CREATION.”



THE IDEA VILLAGE HAS SERVED 27 COMPANIES
THAT HAVE RAISED $1M OR MORE.



LAST 5 YEARS

$97M
TOTAL CAPITAL 

RAISED

505
JOBS CREATED

$41M
TOTAL ANNUAL 

REVENUE 



SHARE 

SCALE

PROGRAMS PIPELINE

START

SCALE

SHARE

SOCIALIZATION

SELECTIVITY

STORIES

● Deepening the work 

● Capital-readiness; Maturation 

into investor-ready companies

● Focused R&D

● Finding traction

● Industry specialization

● Showcase collective momentum 

● Platform for stories of founders 

who've reached scale 

● Convening to amplify stories and 

bring in additional mentors, 

connectors, and capital partners

● Sharing wins with the broader 

community

● Entry point to ecosystem

● Early-stage founders

● Socializing startup culture

● Training in Lean Methodology

● Foundational tools to build 

scalable companies

START

IDEAinstitute + Satellite Partners

Catalyst Programs



2026 COHORT



2026 COHORT 
MENTORS CONTRIBUTED A COMBINED 712 

HOURS throughout the program

COMPANIES SPENT AN AVERAGE 

OF 44 HOURS WITH MENTORS 

OUR TOTAL VALUE PROVIDED WAS $246,117

This accounts for mentor hours + pitch 

coaching / deck design + events



2026 COHORT 

$6.85M Total Capital Raised

+33 Active Jobs



2026 SPRING DEMO DAY

APRIL 30th

323 REGISTRANTS

220+ IN ATTENDANCE



NOLA
Entrepreneurial 

Ecosystem



25 Years into a
50 Year Journey



“New Orleans is the fastest 
growing tech cluster in America”
Area Development 2018

#1 in the USA for
Young Entrepreneurs
LendingTree

#2 in the USA for Growth 
in Knowledge Industries
EMSI

Top 5 State for
Digital Entrepreneurs
Amazon

#1 in USA for Tech 
Employment Growth
Smart Asset 2017

“Best City in America for 
Creative Professionals”
SmartAsset

#1 State in the USA 
for Software Engineers
Computer Science Online

#2 Most Engaged 
Workers in USA
WalletHub

Why New 
Orleans?!



2021 Was the

“Year of Exiting Gracefully”



At least a dozen GNO firms 

have enjoyed significant 

exits in 2021.

$75M

$50M

N/A

$500M

$1.1B

$825M

$5M

$80M

N/A

N/A

N/A



Lucid is the First

“Black & Gold Unicorn”

$1.1B



Local Seed/
Venture 

Capital Funds

OCHSNER VENTURES 
Aimee Quirk
ochsner.org/ventures CAMELBACK VENTURES

Aaron Walker
camelbackventures.org

BENSON CAPITAL PARTNERS
Mike Katz
bensoncp.com

CALLAIS CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC 
callaiscapital.com

REVELRY VENTURE PARTNERS
Gerard Ramos & Peter Liu
revelry.co/ventures

JEFFERSON CAPITAL PARTNERS
Joe Truhe
jeffcap.com

NEW ORLEANS STARTUP FUND 
Jimmy Roussel
neworleansstartupfund.org

INNOVATION CATALYST
Bill Ellison
innovationcatalyst.us

NEW ORLEANS BIO FUND
Kris Khalil
neworleansbio.com/biofund

https://www.ochsner.org/ventures/
https://www.camelbackventures.org/
https://bensoncp.com/
https://callaiscapital.com/
https://revelry.co/ventures/
https://www.jeffcap.com/
http://www.neworleansstartupfund.org/
https://www.innovationcatalyst.us/
https://neworleansbio.com/biofund/


CREATIVE 
PLACEMAKING

URBAN HUB
urbanhub.work

PROPELLER
gopropeller.org

THE SHOP AT THE CAC
shopworkspace.com

THE WAREHOUSE
workatthewarehouse.com

SCALE
scaleworkspace.com

CONNECT HUB
lp.co

NEW ORLEANS
BIOINNOVATION CENTER
neworleansbio.com



PROPELLER
Social Innovation

gopropeller.org

EO ACCELERATOR PROGRAM
Gazelles

eonetwork.org/eo-accelerator

4.0 SCHOOLS
Edtech

4pt0.org

GOLDMAN SACHS 10,000
Small Businesses Accelerator

10ksbapply.com

NOBIC
Biotechnology

neworleansbio.com

FUND 17
Micro Business

fund17.org

http://gopropeller.org/
https://www.eonetwork.org/eo-accelerator
https://www.eonetwork.org/eo-accelerator
https://www.eonetwork.org/eo-accelerator
https://www.4pt0.org/
https://www.10ksbapply.com/
https://neworleansbio.com
http://www.fund17.org


Resource 
Centers TULANE LEPAGE CENTER

Greater New Orleans Startup Report
Rob Lalka THE BEACH

UNO
Rebecca Conwell

LOYOLA CENTER
For Entrepreneurship and
Community Development
Bara Watts

GREATER NEW ORLEANS, INC
Recruitment/Retention
Michael Hecht

STARTUP NOLA
Ecosystem
Evie Poitevent
startupnola.com

https://tulane.app.box.com/s/tfght6vocm5k5feqc791mdnc8fnryru4
https://startupnola.com/-


GROWING 
CONNECTIVITY 
STATEWIDE



MARCH 9-14 APRIL 22–24MARCH 10-12

VARIOUS DATES DECEMBER 14-16

Louisiana Innovation Event Series | 2026

MARCH 26



CAPITAL









REGIONAL TECH













ATTRACTION





2026 Program Outcomes

Focus on Innovation

March 4–5 | Shreveport

● 37 ecosystem leaders from across Louisiana — universities, ESOs, investors, and industry

● Out-of-state facilitators sharing what's working in other regions

● 100% rated experience Extremely or Very Valuable

● 100% made new connections; 100% would recommend to a peer

● 27 early-stage energy founders from 12 states + 2 countries

● 6 Louisiana-based companies — largest single-state representation (27%)

● 45% founders of color | 64% first-time founders

● 10 mentors + 2 keynotes from Halliburton Labs, Oaktree Capital & Shell

● Top topics: go-to-market, strategic partnerships, tech validation, IP strategy & capital structure

Startup Prize: Energy Q1

May 8–9 | Virtual

Up Next Energy Q2 June 26–28 | In-Person | Shreveport







YOUTH PIPELINE





Events

Produced By: 

DECEMBER 14 - 16, 2026

BATON ROUGE, LA



STORY TELLING



GOOD 
NEWS
REPORT
Fourth digital 
edition

DOWNLOAD HERE 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bbwm0kCgMEYskTzsZ4Mm1AB166kA-9gb/view


GOOD NEWS REPORT



SPRING 2026
IN PROGRESS

15th cohort 967 Alumni 

97 founders building 
77 companies from 
159 applicants

UPCOMING

Coach Week
June 1st - 4th

Pitch Night
June 18th

LED BY 

Dr. 
Karissa 
Chao 



THANK YOU
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